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Dear Daughter:

As we drove off from Columbia, |
wanted to write a letter to you to tell you
all that is on my mind.

First, | want to tell you how proud
we are. Getting into Columbia is a real
testament of what a great well-rounded
student you are. Your academic, artistic,
and social skills have truly blossomed in
the last few years. Whether it is getting
the highest grade in Calculus,
completing your elegant fashion design,
successfully selling your painted running
shoes, or becoming one of the top orators
in Model United Nations, you have
become a talented and accomplished
young woman. You should be as proud
of yourself as we are.

I will always remember the first
moment | held you in my arms. | felt a
tingling sensation that directly touched
my heart. It was an intoxicating feeling |
always have. It must be that
"father-daughter connection" which will
bind us for life. 1 will always remember
singing you lullaby while | rocked you to
sleep. When | put you down, it was
always with both relief (she finally fell
asleep!) and regret (wishing | could hold
you longer). And I will always remember
taking you to the playground, and watch
Ing you having so much fun. You were
so cute and adorable, and that is why
everybody loved you so.

You have been a great kid ever since
you were born, always quiet, empathetic,
attentive, and well-mannered. You were
three when we built our house. |
remember you quietlyfollowed us every
weekend for more than ten hours a day
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to get building supplies. You put up with
that boring period without a fuss, happily
ate hamburgers every meal in the car,
sang with Barney until you fell asleep.
When you went to Sunday Chinese
school, you studied hard even though it
was no fun for you. | cannot believe how
lucky we are as parents to have a
daughter like you.

You have been an excellent elder
sister. Even though you two had your

fights, the last few years you have
become best friends. Your sister loves
you so much, and she loves to make you
laugh. She looks up to you, and sees you
as her role model. As you saw when we
departed, she misses you so much. And |
know that you miss her just as much.
There is nothing like family, and other
than your parents, your sister is the one
person who you can trust and confide in.
She will be the one to take care of you,
and the one you must take care of. There
is nothing we wish more than that your
sisterhood will continue to bond as you
grow older, and that you will take care of
each other throughout your lives. For the
next four years, do have a short video
chat with herevery few days, and do
email her when you have a chance.
College  will  be the most
importantyears in your life. It is in
college that you will truly discover what
learning isabout. You often question "wh

at good is this course". | encourage
you to be inquisitive, but | also want
to tell you: "Education is what you
have left after all that is taught is
forgotten." What | mean by that is the
materials taught isn't as important as
you gaining the ability to learn a new
subject, and the ability to analyze a
new problem. That is really what
learning in college is about — this will
be the period where you go from
teacher-taught to master-inspired, after
which you must become self-learner.
So do take each subject seriously, and
even if what you learn isn't critical for
your life, the skills of learning will be
something you cherish forever.

Do your best in classes, but
don't let pressure get to you. Your
mother and | have no expectations for
your grades. If you graduate and learn
something in your four years, we
would feel happy. Your Columbia
degree will take you far, even if you
don't graduate with honors. So please
don't give yourself pressure. During
your last few months in high school,
you were so happy because there was
little pressure and college applications
are finished. But in the past few
weeks, we saw you are beginning to
worry Please don't be worried. The
only thing that matters is that you
learned. The only metric you should
use is that you tried.

Love,
Dad (& Mom)




